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C D y l a n  Ba s s e t t
T h e  C a r  is a  C a r  L e a v i n g
1.
Ignore  the road. I n k y  green m o o n l i g h t  suspended l ike  a f ish on 
a hook .  Stars spin in ch ro n o lo g ica l  order . Snow fal ls against  the 
w in d s h ie ld  l i ke  a sideways tear.
2 .
We were o n l y  yesterday d re a m in g  in circles. I said W h e n  w i l l  I be­
come inv is ib le? and yo u  said People see each o the r  in eve ry th in g .
I saw yo u r  face in m y  e m p ty  bow l  and I tapped i t  w i t h  a spoon.
3 .
C o ld  gets in t h ro u g h  the vent .  Im ag ined  smell  o f  w a rm  bread. 
T h i s  is w ha t  happens to a m a n ’s shoes when  he dies, to a t raveler  
w h o  unders tands the words  bu t  n o t  the language.  B roken radio 
recept ion  m im ic s  voices o f  the dead. I he car t ires h u m  in to  the 
donkey-headed  nowhere.
4 .
Disaster means lack o f  star. T h e  last t im e  you  were in th is  car we 
ro l led  the w in d o w s  up.  You said a b i rd  breaks in to  petals the m o ­
ment  i t  h i ts  a wa l l .  A l ready  y o u r  red hai r  waved in the w in d  l ike 
a goodbye handkerch ie f .
3 .
C o n s ide r  the road:  every lovescape is in a rearv iew m i r r o r :  b lack 
feathered l ig h te n in g :  a b leat o f  m ig r a t i n g  b i rds:  the car is a car 
leaving: a p in w hee l  o f  l i g h t  in the so l i t a ry  c o n f i n e m e n t  o f  the 
universe.
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